Snoop Block Watch Fall 2006 Newsletter 

August 24th Meeting  Detective Sergeant Rick Alli, Public Affairs Officer, was present to address concerns. Members noted that when they called 911 to report illegal activity, the police came to their homes rather than going to the house where the activity was taking place. In addition, call records and police reports provide the name and address of callers who report any suspicion of criminal activity, fights, etc. This is public information and can be obtained by anyone who requests the information, including the criminals, which could lead to retaliation.

Alli recognized the concern as legitimate and noted that the Police Department is aware of the problem that identification of the caller can cause. He stated that they no longer log calls as coming from a “concerned citizen”. With Caller ID, it is easier to identify the caller. He noted that when you call 911, the officer is required to go to the place from which the call originated and this may, from time to time, put the caller at risk. Alli said it is an issue that needs to be addressed as the City is encouraging residents to get involved in removing crime from the neighborhoods.

For NON-EMERGENCY SITUATIONS, calls should go through the Help Hotline at (330) 746-CLUE (2583) or simply 211. Help Hotline does not request any information from the caller and the number is not identified in any way. Help Hotline will fax the information to the Police Department the following morning.

The group asked what it could do about young adults loitering at Buckeye Park after dark. The park first needs to post a sign stating it is closed at dusk before any police action can be taken. Once posted, Snoop Block Watch or any resident for that matter, would need to submit a request to have a police car drive by during the evening. This would be in effect for 6 weeks. If the problem still persists after that time, residents would need to put in an additional request. 

City-Wide Curfew  Remember to remind the young adults and children in our neighborhood that there is an 11pm City curfew. Just tell them that you are not reporting them, just reminding them.

Slum Properties  There is a City ordinance that allows for a sign on a slum property to state who the owner is and that it is a slum property. This ordinance is not being enforced (like many other City ordinances). Some members volunteered to look into what needs to be done about enforcing this ordinance.

March Against Crime  Six members of Snoop Block Watch joined a group of 35 concerned citizens to peacefully march on City Hall on August 30th. The purpose of the march was to attract the attention of the Mayor and the Police Chief that residents mean business about the shootings and high crime rate in our City.

Graffiti  The Point Pizza building was tagged with graffiti recently. It was quickly covered over with paint. Although, the building needs to be painted better, the message to the tagger is that neighbors will not condone graffiti. If a building is tagged, we need to cover it up ASAP. If they come back and re-tag it, then we have to cover it up again ASAP. Usually the tagger gives up at that point.

Buckeye Park  Good news!  A concerned resident contacted the Parks Department and as a result of his efforts, the Parks Department will be posting a sign at Buckeye Park in the near future. It will state when the park is open and closed. They are waiting on the printer to make the sign.
Miscellaneous  Please, everyone, do your share and pick up any trash that may be in front of your house. We need to keep up appearances otherwise we give off a message that no one cares. That’s an open invitation for low-life criminal types to come around.

Please recycle. Curbside pickup is every other trash day. Call the Mahoning County Green Team at (330) 740-2060 to get your free recycle bin.

Residents may want to put up “No Trespassing” signs in their yards if they are having trouble with uninvited people on their property. Not that we need more unsightly signs in our neighborhood, but for the time being, this may be necessary.  Also, keep your porch lights on at night if you can. One of the first things the police always tell us is to install more lighting to deter crime.

Copies of police reports must be obtained in person Monday through Friday from 8am to 4pm. There is no charge and it doesn’t take long for the police to print these off the computer. This information is available to the public due to Ohio’s open records laws. The phone number of the Records Department is (330) 742-8907.

To have new street signs put up, call the City Sign Shop at (330) 743-1494. Keep in mind that there is one person who makes the signs and puts them up so it takes several weeks.  On September 8th, we requested new signs for Powers Way from Pine Hollow Drive through Pointview Avenue. If you know of any missing, rusted or dilapidated signs, call the number above to put them on the list.  The sloppy appearance of our signs adds to the overall rundown look of the neighborhood. Let’s stop this!

Linda DeJoe is the person to call about litter problems. She is at the City’s Litter Control Department and the phone number is (330) 742-8954. Usually you have to leave a message because she is out picking up litter. But, she will call you back.

Report rats to the Health Department at (330) 743-3333.

Violations  The following properties had violations of City ordinances on August 24, 2006. This is just a sampling of the many properties in our area that have violations. However, there are many properties that qualify as  Good Neighbors. Let’s see if we can come up with some nominations!

3516 Neilson Avenue
High grass

3557 Neilson Avenue
High grass, rats

3614 Neilson Avenue
Burned, empty house--kids play in the house

3527 Sheridan Road
Empty house for over 3 years--rats are living in it
3504 Sheridan Road
Tree has been down on house for over 1 month

2005 Pointview

Dead rat in driveway
2012 Pointview

Burned, empty house

3602 Powers Way
Full trash dumpster in drive for over 3 years--rats are living in it

Home across from 
Tires in backyard--these were gone by September 8th


     the fire station

Commentary  Recently there was a police search warrant served at a property in our neighborhood. It was a drug search and no drugs were found. Afterwards, angry neighbors exchanged words. Unfortunately, neighbors used racial slurs. Snoop Block Watch does not, and never will, condone such behavior.

I don’t presume to put myself in the place of the people involved in the argument but I know it has been a tense, fearful year and people are tired of being afraid in our neighborhood and are frustrated and angry. This is no longer the neighborhood that I grew up in. It would never have occurred to us to worry about gunshots and drug houses. Public fights, trespassing and breaking into neighbors’ houses were unheard of. I think we all miss those days. That’s why we are working together to keep crime out of the neighborhood so that we can recapture that sense of safety. And, let’s face it, we do have people in our neighborhood who are selling drugs and breaking and entering homes among other crimes.  
Youngstown is a difficult city to live in right now. There are many problems not the least of which is race relations. We’re all different yet we can find many things in common. We need to focus on this and respect each others’ differences as long as those differences don’t involve crime. Instead of being another Youngstown blighted neighborhood, let’s see if we can become an example to the rest of the City on how to live together in a clean, safe attractive neighborhood. Let’s be a progressive neighborhood instead of settling for being another down-trodden neighborhood in a crumbling rust-belt city. It can be done!

Remember, everyone needs to pitch in. We can’t count on the police, the Mayor, City Council or other City offices to save us. We do need to hold them accountable since they work for us. But, we need to do our part!
September Monthly Meeting  This will be Thursday, September 14th at 7:00 pm in the basement of Brownlee Woods Presbyterian Church located at the corner of Everett & Irma Avenues. Anthony Kobak, Chief City Planner, will update us on the Youngstown 2010 City plan. John Swierz, President of the 7th Ward Citizens Coalition will also be present. The meeting is hosted by Snoop Block Watch which was formed in 1999 and came together because of all the rising crime and loud car radios in the neighborhood. Neighbors found out that just calling the police was pointless and decided to obtain strength in numbers by coming together as a block watch. The block watch includes Sheridan, Neilson, Powers Way, Pointview and Irma (other streets are welcome to join in). Our goal is to have a peaceful, crime-free neighborhood safe for all people. Snoop Block Watch is a member of the 7th Ward Citizens Coalition. 

