
TIMEBANK YOUTH COURT
When a young adult (ages 12 to 17) is ticketed by a police officer, he or she is summoned to court to pay a fine 
and/or receive a punishment, and the police contact stays on their record. 

The Timebank Youth Court presents an alternative. If the young adult accepts guilt for the ticketed offense and wants to learn from the problem,
he or she may be referred to Youth Court and ask a jury of his or her peers to decide a consequence for the offense. If the young adult attends
the Youth Court session and follows through with the consequences, then the ticket and police contact will be removed from his or her record.

Ayoung adult (ages 12-17) is ticketed for an offense

Weapons offenses
Sex offenses

The case goes to
Municipal Court

The young adult is treated like
any other offender in the criminal 
justice system

The young adult may pay a fine

The young adult may receive
further sanctions from the court

The young adult learns a hard 
lesson about law enforcement

The offense stays on the
young adult’s record, which

is only visible to the young
adult, his or her guardian, and
members of law enforcement

Municipal ordinance to light 
misdemeanor, including battery

The young adult accepts guilt

If the officer decides to recommend Youth Court...

Does the young adult accept guilt?

The young adult disputes guilt

The young adult agrees 
to participate

The young adult does 
not agree to participate

The young adult is sent a summons to appear in Youth Court...

The jury delivers a set of consequences

The young adult receives the consequences

The young adult appears and
cooperates

The young adult does not
appear or does not cooperate

The young adult accepts 
the consequences

The young adult rejects 
the consequences

The young adult follows through
and learns from the mistake

The young adult does not follow
through with the consequences

What is the nature of the offense?

The case goes to
Youth Court

The young adult has positive 
interactions with law enforcement

Ajury of other young adults
decides consequences such as
apologies, peer mediation, learning
experiences, community service,
and other ways to “fix” problems

Information is kept confidential

The young adult receives help in
the form of: counselling, job skills,
money management, alcohol and
other drug awareness classes

The young adult serves on future
Youth Courts and helps others

The Young Adult learns the value
of community service 

The offense neverappearson
the young adult’s record


